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to force the Straits if ordered to do so. No one else on board
knew anything about it, except his secretary, and the telegram
was not in the files. He told me that he had intended to leave
for home directly after he had seen Lord K., but a crisis arose
in Greece, and he had to wait until that was settled.

" Lord K. had told me during my interview with him that
the situation in Greece was awful. The British and French
Divisions which had endeavoured to get into touch with the
Serbian Army had been so severely checked they would probably
have to fall back across the Grecian frontier, and might be in-
terned by the Greek Army, as the King, having got rid of
Venizelos, was determined to maintain neutrality. The Admiral
also thought that we were involved in an awful Balkan plot.
This amazed me. I said I did not believe that the Greeks would
dare to do anything while the Allied Fleet was in a position to
blockade Greece, destroy her fleet and reach everything of any
value in Greece with its gunfire. Moreover, the Greek Army
they were so afraid of was dependent on seaborne transport
for its supplies, as there is 40 miles of unfinished railway between
Piraeus and Salonika. The Admiral told me that he had not
slept all night and felt he must give in.

" After this conversation I realised that it is all over as far
as he is concerned, that he must go home and have a rest, and
that I must start afresh directly he goes. We sailed for Mudros
that night.

" i9th Nov. We all gathered on board the Lord Nelson
and there was a succession of meetings all day. Birdwood
arrived from Imbros in the afternoon and I saw him before he
went in to see Lord Kitchener. I gave him Sir Hedworth's
greenstone charm, which had belonged to a great Maori warrior,
and wove a story round it, to the effect that it brought amazing
luck, but only to those who fought. I saw him again after he
had had a long talk with Lord K. and to my intense disappoint-
ment he told me that Lord K. had hardly mentioned the naval
attack, and never as a feasible proposition.

" MacMahon told me that Lord Kitchener was going to the
Pirseus to see the King of Greece ancf then direct to England.
So he was leaving without ever having put the case to Birdwood
for a combined attack! Until then I had looked upon
MacMahon and Maxwell and their Ayas Bay project as a nuisance